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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

 

January 2012 Newsletter  

Message from Father Reid  

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: 
Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. BCP Page 213 

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! 

I used to love New Year’s Eve and the wishful assumption that I could change something in my life when the 
clock struck midnight and the ball dropped in New York. It always felt like a moment of making a decision to 
change that could actually happen just because I thought it up and said so. There was more hope for things like 
losing weight, being a better person, and maybe even go to church more often. But I have learned on most 
accounts that things like that might be over before they start. This thought of things being over before they start 
becomes more real as each year passes if we rely on our own efforts alone. But let us not lose hope. 

Maybe this New Year can be different for us. Maybe we can come to understand God’s transforming love and 
power by simplifying our complex system of thoughts, by reducing everything to one word. Just one word – and 
a name at that – the Holy Name. 
 
Giving THE Holy Name is the good news of what God desires for us. But do we know it or see it? Can we feel it 
and receive it? We know that name. We could say we have heard and seen the name millions of times and not 
be exaggerating.  If we start with Christmas Day, December 25, and count eight days, we come to today, January 
1.  It is on the eighth day of Christmas that we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Name.   We celebrate the Feast of 
the Holy Name on this eighth day of Christmas because it was on the eighth day that a child was circumcised and 
received his name.  The story is told in a single verse of Luke’s Gospel. 
 
The shepherds, surrounded by an angel, have visited a baby in the manger. They return home, praising God for 
what has happened.  After eight days pass, it is time to circumcise the child (following the Law of Moses) and in 
that ceremony he is given a name; the name that the angel gave to Mary while the baby was still in her womb. 
Through this rite of circumcision, the child becomes a participant in the covenant, a son of Israel. But his name 
meant even more for every human being. What happens to this child on the eight day of his life is the first step 
in the shedding of his bold for the redemption of the world. 
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This name the child receives is heavy with significance.  Its root is the same as that of Joshua, the Old Testament 
hero who leads Israel into the land of freedom. The name literally means "The Lord is salvation."  And so his 
name is not thought up by his parents.  It is a name that comes from God. We would miss the significance of this 
name if we took that name as only a label, a way to distinguish one person from the next. This name points us to 
who he is, who he is for us: the Savior, the one who delivers us, the one who rescues us;  the one who leads us, 
just as Joshua led the Israelites into a land of freedom. The one who has this HOLY Name leads us to a different 
way of life.   

 What happens when we say the name, when we hold hope in the name, when we acknowledge that the entire 
sum of our substance is obtained in this Holy Name? This name is, as the collect states, is "the sign of our 
salvation."  The world was changed when the Holy Name was given and the world will continue to be changed. 
For us to say and repeat this Holy Name is the greatest acknowledgement of God’s desire for us and surrender 
to the will of God. I invite you to allow the Holy name to wash over you, consume you and transform you. 

Saying and acknowledging this name is not magic or superstition.  Saying this name is not an attempt to change 
God's mind, but an opening of ourselves to God's purpose.  When in faith we pray this Holy Name, we will 
become different; our world will be different. As we contemplate our challenges and shortcomings as 
individuals, families, and as a people we can be continually pummeled with thoughts of indifference, apathy and 
cynicism. But we can be delivered from all of this if we trust in the Holy Name as the sign of our salvation. The 
Holy Name changes everything. 

We were given a name at our Baptism and that name brings us in the company of the Holy One.  It is a matter of 
receiving the name as being one with God. A new year lies before us. The question remains – will we receive this 
Holy Name or will we go out and try to do things on our own…..again?  We cannot know what the year holds for 
us, but we can have hope. We may face great trials and tribulations and we may experience tremendous joy and 
fulfillment; we may experience a combination of the two.  The Holy name covers every situation. The Holy Name 
is eternal and as such is more like a consuming fire, a burning flame.  

Things do not have to feel as if they are over before they start as if our faith life is like a failed New Year’s 
resolution. The Holy Name existed before any New Year’s resolution was ever pondered.  

The Holy Name will withstand all tests that we can muster and impose. May it be for each of us a year that we 
allow the Savior's Holy Name to consume our every thought and action, a year when we discover that this world 
can be transformed and redeemed through the power of the Holy Name - The Holy Name of JESUS.  TCGB. Reid 
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Announcements 

Wormhole News 

We will explore three different modules during Epiphany, Lent and Easter. The first module will is called “The 

Miracle Worker”. The second module is called the Good News Scrapbook, and the third module is called 

“Roadtrip – from Resurrection to Pentecost.” Father Reid and Jennie Hamilton have developed a schedule 

through summer of this year. Please plan to bring your children to participate in this meaningful and fulfilling 

program. Invite their friends, we have plenty of room! 

Cursillo News 

Most of you have heard about Cursillo; some of you have attended Cursillo and may have worked on staff. For 

some reason, Cursillo is perceived (by some) as a mysterious program intended for an elite group of people 

within the church. In an effort to dispel the mystery without spoiling the surprises surrounding Cursillo, I would 

like to share my views and feelings about Cursillo. Maybe this will help you understand a little bit more about 

what Cursillo can mean for you.  

Cursillo was started in the Roman Catholic Church and has spread to all major denominations. Cursillo stands for 

short course in Christianity. There are two main aspects of Cursillo: the weekend itself and 2) what you do 

afterwards with what you have learned and experienced. The weekend begins on Thursday night and ends on 

Sunday afternoon. During that time you will listen to talks given by lay people as well as priests about different 

aspects of our faith life. You will also laugh, be fed well and have time to rest and reflect on what you are 

hearing and seeing from the staff and other attendees. In most cases, I have observed a desire by most 

attendees to not want to leave, no kidding.  

The second aspect of Cursillo, utilizing what you have learned and experienced, is known as your Fourth Day. 

Your Fourth Day is considered the rest of your life. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to take what you have 

learned and consider how you might apply it to your faith life. I cannot emphasize enough the importance of 

understanding that Cursillo is much more about offering yourself to the service of Christ and His Church than 

becoming a member of the “Cursillo Club”.  Attending Cursillo weekends on staff and other retreats are 

important to the perpetuation of the experience and movement, but the intent is to first and foremost 

encourage you to grow in your faith and respond through worship, study and action in your home church and 

community. 

Jackie and I attended Cursillo #44 in the Diocese of Florida in 1987. At the time, spouses attended on separate 

weekends, the men going first. After attending Cursillo, Jackie and I experienced a renewed sense of faith and 

hope as Christians. We were involved in the Diocesan Cursillo community and became more involved in our 

home parish. Both of us will tell you that we have grown spiritually and personally as a result of our involvement 

with and influence from our Cursillo experience. 

In the coming months, we will discuss the topics that are considered during a Cursillo weekend. Let me 

say that Cursillo is not for everyone, nor do I think everyone at St. Thomas should attend Cursillo. At 
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thesame time, I am certain that under the right circumstances and in God’s perfect timing, your participation in 

a Cursillo weekend could change your life as it did for me and Jackie.   

I am responsible for making sure that you are prepared to be involved in Cursillo. This communication is the first 

step. Please speak to me if you want to learn more about Cursillo. TCGB. FR 

Rectory House Blessing 

The Rectory House Blessing is scheduled for Sunday February 12 at 4:30 in the afternoon. More details will 

follow in the February newsletter. All members of St. Thomas are welcome to participate in this Celebration of a 

new Home. 

Vestry News 

Our annual meeting was held on Sunday December 4, 2011. At that time those members present 1) adopted by-

laws, 2) elected Vivian McGowin, Thorn McIntyre, and Cleve Poole to serve as vestry members for three years, 

and 3) elected Bill Hamilton, Steadham McGowin and Judy Gettys as delegates and Julian Katz, Magoo Hamilton 

and Susan Andrews as alternates to the Diocesan Convention.  

A vestry meeting was held on Monday December 19. Jim McGowin was elected as Senior Warden. Ethan 

Sadowski was elected as Junior Warden. Lori Neilson was elected as Secretary. Mike Smith was elected as 

Treasurer. The vestry will consider the 2012 budget at the January 16 Vestry meeting. 

Lenten Devotionals 

Most of us consider taking something on or giving up something in order to observe a Holy Lent. The next thing 

we know Ash Wednesday is here and some of us are grasping for something meaningful to do or be. With this 

thought in mind, I want to plant on your hearts and in your minds a St. Thomas community opportunity that will 

also fulfill your Lenten commitment. All of you are invited to participate in reading a daily devotional titled 

Provoking Thoughts that was written by Russell Levenson. The book comes with Archbishop George L. Carey’s 

endorsement. I will discuss the format for participation in this study in the February newsletter. But for now, 

please let me know if you would like for me to order a book for you.  Thanks. FR 
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January 2012 Worship Assistants                             
                                                               
SUNDAY  January 1, 2012 
Greeter:  Marian Norman                                                     
Acolytes:  Team 2 
Lay Readers:  Jim and Cleve 
Altar Guild: Lori and Paggie  
Ushers:  Bob and Garry 
Flower Guild:  Joanne , Rosa, Mary Richardson and Anne Feathers 
 
SUNDAY January 8, 2012 
Greeter:  Mary Stabler 
Acolytes:  Team 3 
Lay Readers:  Bill and Steve 
Altar Guild: Lori and Paggie 
Ushers:  Everett and Mike 
Flower Guild:  Joanne, Rosa, Mary R., and Anne 
 
SUNDAY  January 15, 2012 
Greeter:  Ellen Glasscock 
Acolytes:  Team 1 
Lay Readers:  Mack and Morgan 
Altar Guild:  Lucy, Fay, Cissi 
Ushers:  Herb and Don 
Flower Guild:  Jean and Magoo 
 
SATURDAY January 22, 2012 
Greeter:  Norma Hartman                                            
Acolytes:  Team 2 
Lay Readers: Cleve and Julian 
Altar Guild: Lucy, Fay and Cissi 
Ushers: Bob and Harry 
Flower Guild:  Jean and Magoo         
    
SUNDAY  January 29, 2012 
 
Greeter:  Mike Norman      
Acolytes:  Team 3      
Lay Readers:  Dent and Bill  
Altar Guild:  Mary and Ramona 
Ushers: Garry and Dent 
Flower Guild: Rosa and Joanne 
                                            

  

 

JANUARY  

 
Reid & Jackie McCormick…………………..…...23 

 

 
JANUARY  

 

Jill Stallworth………………...1 

Bill Spier……………………..2   

Stimpson Crosby……………..5 

Janice Lehman……………….5 

De Martin…………………….8 

Renee Mullins………………..9 

Robert Robinson…………….9 

Sara Williamson…………….12 

Olga Morton………………...13 

Suzie Snow………………….15 

Davis Watts…………………15 

Nedra Toulmin Crosby……..17 

John Ackerman……………..19 

Carey Stallworth……………19 

Zane Speir…………………..19 

Priscilla Davis………………20 

Tut Frakes…………………..27 

Claudia Lewis………………27 

Regina Parker……………….30 
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ST.  THOMAS PRAYER LIST   
January 2012 

 PARISHIONERS 

Anne Feathers Joanne McGowin 

Stirling Hamilton Paggie McSpadden 

Jim Jernigan Olga Morton 

Janice Lehman Martha Speir 

John Andrews Dot Watson 

Midge Bennett 
 FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF PARISHIONERS 

Alice Farnum Jan Ackerman's Friend 

Cara Wood Mary Stabler's Daughter 

Donna Smith Friend of the Glasscock Family 

Ralph Mejia Father of Ramona Martin 

Evelyn Mejia Mother of Ramona Martin 

Bill Anonymous 

Willene Taylor Tanya Speir's mother 

Sarah Berry-Dove Susan Andrews' sister 

Tailor Merry Junior at Fort Dale Academy 

Ernie Jones Mother of Don Jones 

Wayne Jones Father of Don Jones 

John Sewell Son-in-Law of Lynn and Dot Watson 

Ray Braden Brother of Fay Bennett 

Oneida Shirling A friend of many at St. Thomas 

Beveridge Moore Rosa McGowin's Grandson 

Tyler Lee Nephew of Bill Lewis 

Linda Rogers Friend of Stirling and Jennie Hamilton 

Eddie Dunn Heart procedure 12/15 

Leisha Hancock A friend of many at St. Thomas 

Dorothy Smith Personal Friend of Cleve and Fay Poole 

Digger Kimbro Reese Raybon's Nephew 

Nedra Stimpson Nedra Crosby's Mother 

The Jail Ministry 
 OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 

Dent Neilson Army National Guard 

Robert Brenizer Afghanistan 

Scott Hauser Iraq 

McDonald Russell III Air Force Boot Camp 

 


